TPRS lesson 1
Just as with TPR, you must practice this like a dramatic script before teaching it. Practice working with all your props, especially your question words poster. Even after all this time, it is still hard for me to remember to point to the question words.
I’ve designed this to be a 60-min lesson plan. It may take you longer. I doubt if it will take you less time. Take your time with it. Go as slowly  as you need to for yourself and for your students. The point is not that you rush through the lesson plan, but that you get needed practice. You can always finish another day.

This is definitely not a perfect lesson. And it won’t necessarily work for all classrooms. Feel free to edit it as you need to in order to suit your situation.

I taught this lesson to an apartment full of Karen refugees from Burma. Very few of them spoke any English at all, although we benefited from one of them who had enough English to act as our translator. Their alphabet is completely different from ours, so some activities reflect that. We had a range of ages: from elderly people to very small children, so we know this can be done with any age group. Please bear in mind that if your students already have a lot of English, this may be too simple for them. You can make it more challenging by adding more details, changing the vocabulary to be more unusual, or changing the tense.

You can watch the video of this lesson at: www.acceleratedacquisition.com/Burma1Clip.html. In the video, I do about 10 minutes of TPR review that you don’t need to do, but I have scripted some TPR for you to do instead that involves the concrete vocabulary used in the story.
Before class:
1) This story has four main phrases. Have them written on the board. If possible, put the translation next to it in a different color. If not possible, at least have a picture to represent it. The four phrases are: there is, she wants, she needs, she looks.  
2) Have the main questions words (who, what, where, why/because) written or posted in a prominent place in the classroom where you can easily point to them and students can easily see them. Again, have the translation next to them in a different color if possible or have a picture to represent.

3) Ask a girl in your group if she would be willing to be your actress. If your students don’t have enough English for you to ask this, and you think all of your girls would be too shy to do it, then you can bring in your own actress (which we did), or you can bring in a doll or a puppet who can act out your story.

4) Have “Oh no! There is a problem!” written on the board with translation if possible. If not, then just “Oh no!” with a frowny face next to it.

5) Make sure you have all your props (book, mirror, cup, table, chair, glasses) both for you and for every student in your class. If you can’t get real items for everyone, a picture of the item is better than nothing. You should have at least one set of real items that you can manipulate during the story.

Please make sure that everything you put on the board is large enough for everyone to see and easy for you to get to so that you can point to the words you’re referencing. I was not able to do that in the video because I  was teaching over 30 people in a tiny apartment and had about 8 people observing me. You do the best you can given your situation.
I. Preparation for story (20 min)
TPR concrete vocabulary (10 min)
Before you do a TPRS story, you should always make sure that you’ve done TPR with the concrete vocabulary in the story first. In this case, you may have already taught some of these words, but it will be good review for your students to see them again just before you do the story.

New words: stand up/  walk/ sit down/ walk/stand/sit/ stand/walk/sit
Say and model action: stand up / sit down / stand up / walk / sit down

Say, but hesitate before you do action: keep remixing the above three until they don’t need you
Say, but stop modeling  the above and continue giving repetitions until they are comfortable
New words: touch, book, glasses, cup

Model: touch the book / touch the glasses / touch the cup/ book/cup/glasses 
Hesitate:  [repeat above but remix and recycle stand/walk/sit.]
Stop Modeling:  stand up / sit down / touch the book / stand up/ walk /touch your head/ sit /touch the book/ stand / touch the glasses/ walk/ touch the cup

New words:  raise, table, chair, mirror

Model: touch the table / touch the chair / touch the mirror / raise the mirror
Hesitate:  raise the mirror, touch the book, raise the book, touch the table, touch the chair, stand, raise the cup, walk, touch the chair/ sit/ raise the glasses
Stop:  [repeat above and remix]  
Novel commands:  Do not model this, but lead into this and start with “ touch the book, raise the book, touch the chair, RAISE the chair.”    See if they can do it.  Celebrate those who get it and do it.  
Split the class:

Girls [point to them so that they understand what the word “girl” means]: touch the book, your head, the glasses, the mirror, stand up, sit down, touch the chair,  the table

Remember to celebrate!
Boys [point to them so that they understand what the word “boy” means]: stand up, walk to the table, walk to the chair, sit on the chair, touch your head, the mirror, your eyes, the glasses, the table
Remember to celebrate!
New words: open / close / read
Model: open the book, close the book , open the book , read the book [have them trace the words with a finger to indicate reading rather than just looking]
Hesitate:   same as above only remix
Stop: raise the mirror, touch the book, raise the book, open the book, touch the table, touch the chair, close the book, stand, raise the cup, walk, read the book, touch the chair/ sit/ raise the glasses, 
New words: put / on / under/ eyes
Model: put the book under the table,  put the book on the table, put the book on the chair/ put the book on the glasses, under the glasses under the book, touch the eyes
Hesitate: put the book under the table,  put the book on the table, put the book on the chair/ put the book on the glasses,   

Stop modeling: 
Remix (ex. of novel commands: lead up to it by saying put the glasses on the table,  touch your eyes, put the glasses on your eyes, put the mirror on the table, put the chair on the table, put your head on the table, put your head under the chair, put the book under your head etc)
Processing through questions: simple three-ring circus (5 min)

Put the mirror under a table where everyone can see it.

(+)    The teacher puts the mirror under the table, yes or no? Yes, the teacher puts the mirror under the table.
(-)     The teacher puts the mirror under the chair? No, the teacher does not put the mirror under the chair. 
(o/o) The teacher puts the mirror under the table or under the chair? Under the table. Good. The teacher puts the mirror under the table.
(w)   Who [point] puts the mirror under the table? (If they hesitate, give a choice: the teacher or the boy?) Right – the teacher puts the mirror under the chair.

(w)   What [point] does the teacher put under the table? (If hesitation: the book or the mirror?) Right…

(w)   Where [point] does the teacher put the mirror? (If hesitation: under the table or on her head?) Right…

Have a girl pretend to read the book

(+)    The girl reads the book, yes or no? Yes… Remember to always let them hear you model a full-sentence response. 

(-)     The girl reads the mirror? No… 

(o/o) The girl reads the book or the mirror? Good… 

(w)   What [point] does the girl read? (If hesitation: the mirror or the book?) Right…
(w)   What [point] does the teacher put under the table? (If hesitation: the book or the mirror?) Right…

(w)   Who [point] reads the book? (If hesitation: the girl or the boy?) Right…

(w)   Who [point] puts the mirror under the chair? (If hesitation: the girl or the teacher?) Right…
(w)   Where [point] does the teacher put the mirror? (If hesitation: under the table or on her head?) Right…

Have a boy walk back and forth between two chairs.
(+)    The boy walks to the chair, yes or no? Yes… Remember to always let them hear you model a full-sentence response.  I will just write “etc.” 
(-)     The boy walks to the table? No…etc. 

(o/o) The boy walks to the table or to the chair? Good… etc.
(w)   Where [point] does the boy walk? (If hesitation: to the table or to the chair?) Right…etc.
(w)   Where [point] does the teacher put the mirror? (If hesitation: under the table or on her head?) Right…Three-ring
 Etc. 
(w)   What [point] does the teacher put under the table? (If hesitation: the book or the mirror?) Right…etc. 
(w)   Who [point] puts the mirror under the chair? (If hesitation: the girl or the teacher?) Right…etc. 
(w)   Who [point] reads the book? (If hesitation: the girl or the boy?) Right… etc 
(w)   Who [point] walks to the chair? (If hesitation: the teacher or the boy?) Right…etc. 
Remember to celebrate!!
Teach the three phrases (5 min)
Point to each phrase one at a time. As you do, pronounce it for them, and have them repeat the phrase back to you as a group. 
Give your students a gesture to represent the phrase. (If you have someone who speaks their native language who can explain this to them, it’s best. If not – then probably best not to do the gestures at all. It will just confuse them.)
Once you’ve been through all three phrases, treat it a bit like a TPR lesson. Start out by doing the gestures with them, and then keep repeating them until they can do them all by themselves without hesitation.

Model: there is / she wants / she needs 
Hesitate: she needs / she looks / she needs / she wants / there is / she looks, etc
Stop modeling: after they get it, assess with eyes closed
II. TPRS Story (15 min)
I’ve scripted out your entire story, including circle questioning. Advanced TPRS teachers are able to generate an entire story without a script, but beginners need to work from a script. For you, the goal is to practice circle questioning and processing activities.
Introduce your actress if your students don’t know her already. I did this by pointing to myself and saying “teacher” and then pointing to the girl and saying “Kelly.” Put a pair of glasses on her head.
Remember that every time you use a question word or one of your phrases, you should point to it.
There is [point] a girl.  I usually put my hand on her shoulder. You decide if that’s appropriate for your teaching situation.

(+)    There is a girl, yes or no? Yes, there is a girl.

(-)     There is a boy? No, there is not a boy.


(o/o) There is a girl or a boy? There is a girl. Good
(w)   What is there? Point to the word “what.” (If they hesitate, give a choice: A boy or a girl?) Right – there is a girl.

(+)    Her name is Kelly, yes or no? Yes, her name is Kelly.

(-)     Her name is Anna [use the name of another student in the class]? No, her name is not Anna.

(o/o) Her name is Kelly or Anna? Her name is Kelly. Good.

(w)   What [point] is her name? (If they hesitate, give a choice: Anna or Kelly?) Right – her name is Kelly.

Kelly wants [point] to read a book.  

(+)    Kelly wants to read, yes or no? Yes, Kelly wants to read.

(-)     Kelly wants to dance [act it out for them – be goofy]? No, Kelly does not want to dance.


(o/o) Kelly wants to dance or to read? To read. Yes – Kelly wants to read.

(+)    Kelly wants to read a book, yes or no? Yes, Kelly wants to read a book.

(-)     Kelly wants to dance with a book [act it out for them]? No, Kelly does not want to dance with a book.

(o/o) Kelly wants to dance with a book or to read a book? To read a book. Yes – Kelly wants to read a book.

(-)     Kelly wants to read a mirror [point to the mirror]? No, Kelly does not want to read a mirror.
(w)   What [point] does Kelly want to read? (If they hesitate, give a choice: A book or a mirror?) Right – she wants to read a book.
Oh no! There is a problem! Only say “There is a problem” if you have it translated on the board. Otherwise just say “Oh no!” Either way, point to where you have it written on the board. Be dramatic about it.
Kelly needs [point] her glasses [point].
(+)    Kelly needs her glasses, yes or no? Yes, she needs her glasses.

(-)     Kelly needs a table? No, Kelly does not need a table.

(o/o) Kelly needs her glasses or a table? She needs her glasses. Good.

(o/o) She needs her glasses to read or to dance? She needs her glasses to read.

(w)   What [point] does she need? (If they hesitate, give a choice: Her glasses or a table?) Right – she needs her glasses.

Make sure your actress does these as you say them: Kelly stands up 
(+)    Kelly stands up, yes or no? Yes, she stands up.

(-)     Kelly sits down? No, Kelly does not sit down.

(o/o) Kelly stands up or sits down? Kelly stands up. Good.
(w)   Who stand up? 

She walks to the table. 
 (+)    Kelly walks to the table, yes or no? Yes… [make sure you keep giving them full sentence responses so that they get as many repetitions as possible.]
(-)     Kelly walks to the chair? No… etc …
(o/o) Kelly walks to the chair or to the table?  Right…

(w)   Where [point] does Kelly walk? (If hesitation: To the chair or to the table?) Right – she walks to the table.

She looks on the table.

(+)    She looks on the table, yes or no? Yes… 
(-)     She dances?  No…

(o/o) Kelly looks on the table or dances? 

 (w)     what does she do?  [do is a new word, but if you give the choice of  “ walk or dance”  they’ll realize what you’re asking.]  

Oh no! [point] There are no glasses on the table! Shake your head and look dismayed so that they get the point.
Kelly looks under the chair. Make sure your actress does it.
(+)    Kelly looks under the chair, yes or no? Yes… 
(-)     Kelly looks under the table? No…

(o/o) Kelly looks under the chair or under the table? Good…

(w)   Where [point] does Kelly look? (If hesitation: under the table or under the chair?) Right – she looks under the chair.

(w)   Who [point] looks under the chair? (If hesitation: Kelly or the teacher?) Right – Kelly looks under the chair.

(w)   What [point] does Kelly need [point]? (her glasses or the mirror?) Right – Kelly needs her glasses.
(w)   Why [point] does Kelly need her glasses? (because [point] she wants [point] to read or she wants to dance?) Right – Because she wants to read.

Oh no! [point] There are no glasses under the table! Shake your head and look dismayed so that they get the point.

Kelly looks in the mirror. Make sure your actress does it.
(+)    Kelly looks in the mirror, yes or no? Yes… 
(-)     Kelly looks in the cup? No…

(o/o) Kelly looks in the mirror or in the cup? Good…

(w)   Where [point] does Kelly look? (in the cup or in the mirror?) Right – she looks in the mirror.

Kelly laughs. Act it out. Make sure your actress does it too.
(+)    Kelly laughs, yes or no? Yes… 
(-)     Kelly cries [do it so they know what it means] ? No…
(o/o) Kelly laughs or cries? Good…

(w) Who [point] laughs? (Kelly or Anna?) Right – Kelly laughs.

(+)    There are glasses on Kelly’s head, yes or no? Yes…

(-)     There are glasses on the teacher’s head? No…

(o/o) There are glasses on Kelly’s head or on my head [gesture] ? Good…

(w)   What [point] is on Kelly’s head? (the glasses or the mirror?) Right…

Make sure your actress does this: Kelly puts the glasses on her eyes. She opens the book. 
(+)    Kelly reads, yes or no? Yes…

(-)     Kelly eats? No…

(o/o) She eats or reads [gesture] ? Good…

(w)   Who [point] reads? (Kelly or the teacher?) Right…

(w)   What [point] does she read? (the book or the chair) Right…
Have the class give your actress and themselves  a big hand, and ask your actress to sit down.
III. Processing and Assessment (25)
Comic out-of-order (5)
Give them sentences from the story out of order and ask them call out the number of the corresponding square in the comic. You may need to teach them numbers in order to do this. [A six frame comic is good: (1) There is a girl / Kelly wants to read a book, (2) Kelly needs her glasses, (3) Kelly looks on the table, (4) Kelly looks under the chair, (5) Kelly looks in the mirror, (6) Kelly reads the book]
Kelly looks on the table (3)

Kelly wants to read a book (1)

Kelly looks in the mirror (5)

Kelly needs her glasses (2)

Kelly reads the book (6)

Kelly looks under the chair (4)
There is a girl (1)

Kelly looks in the mirror (5)

Kelly wants to read a book (1)

Kelly needs her glasses (2)

Kelly looks under the chair (4)

Kelly reads a book (6)

Kelly looks in the mirror (5)

Kelly looks on the table (3)


Then you give them the number and let them give you the English. If they don’t get it on the first try – give them a choice.
3 – Kelly looks on the table.

6 – Kelly reads a book.
1 – Kelly wants to read a book.
2 – Kelly needs her glasses
4 – Kelly looks under the chair

5 – Kelly looks in the mirror

Choral reading (5)
You will use this written story in the next activity. Have a big version of it. Feed your students no more than five syllables at a time. Point to each word as you say it. Have them repeat after you.

There is a girl. Her name is Kelly. She wants to read. She needs her glasses. She looks on the table. There are no glasses. She looks under the chair. There are no glasses. She looks in the mirror. The glasses are on her head. Kelly reads the book.
Now I will give you two options. One is for older students and one is for younger students. You decide what’s appropriate for your group.
For older students: Cloze passage (10)

Give your students a handout that has the story with some words taken out and blanks left in their place. Let them use the complete version of the story in order to fill in the blanks in their incomplete version. Then go over the answers with them.

There ____ a ____. Her ____ is Kelly. She ____ to read. She _____ her _____. She looks ___ the ______. There ____ no glasses. She ____ under the ______. There are ____ glasses. ____ looks in ___ mirror. The ____ are _____ her head. Kelly ____ the _____.

For younger students: Draw the story (10)

Give your students a blank piece of paper with six squares on them. For each square they will draw a sentence of the story. You just tell them the sentence that should go in each square. If you like and think it’s appropriate for them,  you can have them also write the sentence in the square.

1 – The girl wants to read a book.

2 – She needs her glasses.

3 – She looks on the table.

4 – She looks under the chair.

5 – She looks in the mirror.

6 – She reads the book.
True/False quiz (5)
Ask them to take out a separate sheet of paper. Give them ten statements and have them mark true or false (or yes or no – if teaching them “true and false” is too complicated. Here are ten statements you can use. Then go over the answers as a class.
1. (f) There is a boy.

2. (t) The girl’s name is Kelly.

3. (f) The girl wants to dance.

4. (t) The girl wants to read a book.

5. (t) The girl needs glasses

6. (f) The girl looks under the table.

7. (t) The girl looks under the chair.

8. (f) The girl looks in the cup.

9. (t) The glasses are on her head.

10. (f) The girl dances with the book.
