STUDENT COURSE SYLLABUS
FL 6900 – ISSUES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
SPRING 2009
A printer-friendly version of this syllabus is available under Documents on the Course Homepage.
	Instructor:
	Dr. Shelley Thomas

	Phone:
	(615) 898-5757

	E-mail:
	shthomas@mtsu.edu

	Office:
	HonorsBuilding, Room 222

	Address:
	MTSU BoxX031

	
	Murfreesboro, TN37132


Course Description
Welcome to FL 6900: Issues in Foreign Language Acquisition. 

Three (3) Graduate Credits: This course will concentrate on Total Physical Response and Teaching Reading through Storytelling, two techniques whose focus on movement and comprehensible input have been shown to positively impact long-term retention and fluency in Second Language Acquisition. Students will learn about these two techniques through films, texts, and in-service training sessions during the first half of the semester. They will then apply what they have learned by creating ancillary material and lesson plans which they will present to a classroom of students in the school of their choice during the second half of the semester.  Students will use a sample lesson plans which Dr. Thomas has already prepared, teach lessons of TPR and TPRS, and record each to turn in. Finally, they will create their own TPR/TPRS lessons, according to the needs of their class, and submit them as the final project. 
Required Texts
You may order the following books from the on-line sources. Prices may vary slightly from what I have below:
Learning a Second Language Through Actions by Dr. James J. Asher(6th edition)
www.tpr-world.com, $17.00.
Fluency Through TPR Storytelling by Blaine Ray (4th edition)
www.tpr-world.com, $18.00.
 Tools for Engagement: Managing Emotional States for Learner Success  by Eric Jensen: The first is a very basic, readable explanation of some hard core brain research and what the implications are for teaching.  The second is filled with practical applications.   Available at www.thebrainstore.com, about $ 40 
Foreign Language Education The Easy Way by Dr. Stephen Krashen: This short, 50 page monograph "outlines how a foreign language teaching program can help students acquire conversational language, and then move, in as painless a way as possible, to 'academic' language, the use of language in areas such as school, business, politics and science. It attempts to overcome a problem all foreign language programs have: how to help students progress to advanced levels in the absence of native speakers." [from the back cover] 
www.tpr-world.com  or Amazon, $10.00  or Krashen’s new on-line e-journal called IJFLT [International Journal of Foreign Language Teaching] 
Required Meetings
Orientation Session January 24, 2009
Time:  10:00-2:00
Place:  Paul Martin Honors Bldg. room 116

Bring:  Your lunch [we have a refrigerator and micro-wave, so high-maintenance lunches are doable], paper, pen, checkbook. 

In-Service Workshop February 5, 6, 2009
This workshop will have a guest speaker, Berty Segal. Ms. Segal has been a veteran of the TPR/Natural method for over 25 years. She was a colleague of  Dr. James J. Asher, Dr. Stephen Krashen, and a mentor to Blaine Ray. She has published many FL/ESL texts. This two-day workshop Feb. 5 and 6  will provide very hands-on tools and the opportunity to receive coaching and  ask her questions directly. 
Internship
Choose an age group you would like to work with, a school which is convenient to your location, and negotiate your hours yourself. You will videotape yourself teaching a TPR and a TPRS lesson using the lesson plans I have provided. 

Final Project

You will create your own TPR/TPRS lessons, according to the needs of their class, and submit them as the final project. 
Final Exam
A final meeting to discuss the teaching experience and lesson plans will take place at the Honors bldg. room 116, at a time during exam week,  chosen by  the students.  

Grade Distribution
50% Summary of films, books, participation in on-line feedback to peers
50% Internship: lesson plans, materials, and video 
Summary of Books and Videos
Please use the following format for the summary. All assignments must be typed and double-spaced. These assignments should provide an organized and concise, yet informative report on the contents of the video/book and serve as resource material for your own professional files. Make them as long as you think necessary for your purposes (usually two or more pages). You will most likely need these when giving presentations to parents, administrators, or colleagues, or one day teaching a methods course of your own. 
	Name

	Week:

	Video/Book Title:

	Summary::

	Reaction:

	Questions: (here is where you put questions/issues you want me to address. 


