China looks to MTSU for new ways of teaching languages
Dr. Shelley Thomas, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, was invited to be a keynote speaker on “Brain Research and Language Acquisition” for the Fifth Annual ACAMIS Conference in Beijing, China this summer.  This is an international conference hosted by the Chinese Language Teacher Network - ACAMIS, Association for Chinese and Mongolia International Schools, an organization under EARCOS,  East Asia Regional Council of Overseas Schools.   Attendees are teachers of the Chinese language and culture from international schools in the area of Southeast Asia, North America and Europe. 

The conference was hosted by the prestigious Western Academy of Beijing,  a non-profit English language, independent, international school serving the expatriate community in Beijing for grades K-12.   “The facilities at this school were like those at the best private universities in the states,” said Thomas.  “The school serves over 1450 students and is a leader in the integration of Information Communication Technology (ICT) within the curriculum.  The faculty alone represent 14 nationalities,  with most coming from the USA, Canada, UK, Australia and New Zealand.  They treated not only the guest speakers royally, but all 200 conferees as well.  One evening we were all guests at an elegant restaurant that seats 3,000.  Among small running streams, delicate bridges,  and the natural flora and fauna of the region that are characteristic of the Chinese décor, we tasted some 10-15 different dishes.”  

During the conference Dr. Thomas gave a three-hour workshop to participants on two methods she uses in her French classes as well as at the MTSU Summer Language Institute called TPR [Total Physical Response]  and TPRS [Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling].  

Dr. Susan Zhang, founder of ACAMIS, has been coming to MTSU for the past 4 years to teach at the Summer Language Institute.  Zhang was trained in the States in TPR and TPRS in 2003 and went on to create textbooks on both the Chinese language and the writing system which  have been published by the Beijing University Press and the Beijing Language Publishing House.  

